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Tu. following Diſcourſe was preached at Dronfield on 
the Day appointed for the late general Faſt, I have been 


ſtrongly ſolicited by my Pariſhioners to print It; and with 
this Solicitation I have at length thought proper to comply. 
1 aſſure the Reader that it was not drawn up with any, even 
the remoteſt, Idea of Publication, —if it be productive of 
| any Good, the ſole End chat I have in View will be fully | 


anſwered. 3 
J. RUSSELL. 


Dzox FIELD, in, March 6 
„ 


AA SERMON. 
Teuto he u om . 


| Vlalm lis, latter part of 1oth Verſe, 
| Doubtlf there is a God that judgeth the Barth 


5 Ir has often been a Subject of Diſputation, whether any 
thinking Man that ever lived, did in Reality diſbelieve the 
Exiſtence of a Deity. As to my own Part I think it hardly 
poſſible. A very ſmall number of men I admit, have appear- 
ed in the World in different Ages, who have pretended to diſ- 
believe it; But this ſeems rather to have been the mere Effect 
of Pride, Vain-glory, Whim, or an affectation of Singularity, 
than their fm Perſuaſion, and even moſt of theſe Men have ſub- 

ſtituted the terms, Nature and Univerſe, which they have in- 


_ veſted with all the properties and attributes uſually aſcribed | 


to the Deity; ſo that in reality, this is little more than cavil- 
ling about Words. If a Man will admit that even he himſelf 
 exilts, or that any Thing elſe exiſts in the whole material 
World, which was not the Cauſe of its own Exiſtence, he mult 
neceſſarily recur to a great firſt Cauſe of all Things, be 


1. 6 ** 


called into Being what before was not in — For to ſup- 
poſe a perpetual Succeſſion of Effects without a Cauſe, is tlie 
moſt abſurd and monſtrous Idea that ever entered the Mind 
of Man. There are indeed in a neighbouring Nation (at this 
moment the moſt miſerable and wretched on the Face of this 


Globe) a number of Men lately ſprung up, who have had the 
_ audacious Impiety to brave . defy the ſupreme Being him- 
ſelf, and even to deny his to dugg But what are theſe 
Men! ? ſuch Monſters as never before diſpraced human Nature: 
| Perſons whoſe Guilt is of ſo black a Dye; whoſe Crimes are 
of ſo enormous, ſo unparalleled a Size, that the whole human 


Race ſtands aghaſt at them. It may indeed be the Wiſh, for 


moſt certainly it muſt be the Intereſt of ſuch men, that there 
may be no God to call them to a dreadful Account for their 
horrid Deeds. Moſt afſuredly it would be better for them 
not to exiſt at all, than to live in never-ending Torments. 
But, as a judicious Writer has expreſſed it, the Being of a 
God is a Truth ſo little to be doubted, that it is almoſt the 


only Truth we ate ſure of; and ſuch a Truth, as we meet . 


with, in every Object, in e GONE and in ny 
| Thought. 5 OY IDF. . 
But my Text Art not only that there i is a | iy: bi that 
he Judgeth the Earth. I ſhall not, on the Occaſion, on which 
we are now aſſembled, enter fully into. the Proofs of a future 
State of Retribution which our natural Reaſon would ſuggeſt 
to us; but ſhall only beg Leave to mention one or two that 
offer themſelves. As our gracious Creator has rendered our 
Bodies liable to Pain, in Order thereby to excite our conſtant 


| Anion for the Cure or Removal of whatever might impair 
1 our 


bur Health or endanger our Life; ſo the ſame merciful Being 
has made our Minds ſubje& to painful Senſations on the 
Commiſſion of Vice ; that we might thereby be induced to 
apply the proper Remedies for healing our wounded Conſci- 
ences. ' Now what elſe can be the Meaning of that ſecret Diſ- 
fatisfaction and Uneaſineſs of Mind, that painful Regret and 
Remorſe which the Sinner feels, but a Commencement, an 
— Anticipation of the Puniſhment which hereafter awaits every 
perſevering, unrepenting Tranſgreſſor of the Laws of God? on 
the other Hand, is not that inward Satisfaction, that ſecret 
Complacency of Mind which the pious and good Man feels, 
from the Conſciouſneſs of having faithfully diſcharged his 


Duty; what elſe can his delightful ſenſations be, but the Ear- 


neſt, the Foretaſte, the Anticipation of future Bliſs? _ 
Blut farther, without ſuppoſing a State of Retribution here- 
after, how is it poſſible to reconcile the preſent Scene and State 
of Things, with any Ideas we can form of the Wiſdom, the 
Juſtice, or the Goodneſs of God. Here we oftentimes ſee 
Vice triumphant, and Virtue perſecuted and Oppreſſed. Par- 
_ ticularly in a neighbouring diſtracted Land, during the laſt 
four Years, we have known many, very many Thouſands of 
the moſt pious and devout, the moſt worthy, and reſpectable 
Characters in that whole Country, without Crime, or even the 
 Imputation of Crime, but only that of their attachment to, 


and their Conſcientious Profeſſion of, our moſt holy Religion; 


a Religion, that the pureſt voice of Nature ſanctions; that the 

| beſt, che moſt perfect Reaſon fully approves; that the Wiſ- 
dom of nearly Eighteen Centuries has revered and adored ; 

and that the hand of God has a Fhouland. Times CONNOR: 


— 
9 
** 
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1 1 f. we have known theſe Jardied: Vitis plundered of | 
their Property; their Wives and Children either maſſacred, 
or reduced to the loweſt ſtate of Poverty and Diſtreſs; them- 


ſelves dragged into the dark Cells of Ra en from whence 


they have been haled to public Execution: while the far 


greater Part of their ferocious and mercileſs Perſecutors _ 


Murderers, are at this day alive and flouriſhing. Now I ſay, 
Without admitting a future flate of Retribution, in which all 
theſe ſeeming Dilorders ſhall be rectified, how is it poſſible : 
not to e the TRIER oy © raed and Ute! Goodneſs of : 


my But the words of my Text, 10 Doubtleſs there i is a Cod that i 
Tuds eth the Earth,” not only imply that there will be a State 
of Renn hereafter ; ; but alfo, that during the preſent 


State of Things, the wiſe providence of God conſtantly di- 
| rects and regulates the affairs of the World. After this 3 


tiful order of Things was called into Being, founded on infi- 
nite Knowledge planned and regulated by infinite Goodnels, 
ordered and directed by infinite Wiſdom, and executed by 
infinite Power, it could not have ſubſiſted for a ſingle moment, 
jf it had not been upheld by the ſame power that formed it. 
To ſuppoſe that the ſupreme Being, as ſoon as he had formed 


the World, would abandon it to the Whirl of blind Fate or : 


Chance, or the fierce Paſſions of Men, to. be. diſpo 


* random, is a moſt extravagant Suppoſition: it is ſuppoſing 


him to act with the Levity of weak Mortals. Whatever In- 
ducement the Deity might have to create, the ſame muſt ne- 


ceſſarily operate to ſuperintend and preſerve. Now it is not 


— to conceive any other motive for his Calling Inte!li- 


ſed of at 


gent 
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gent Beings into Exiſtence, than to confer on them the greateſt 
general Good and Happineſs, Ihe Laws of Nature which he 
has eſtabhſhed;'he has not thought proper to ſuſpend, but 
upon extraordinary Occaſions. He has put no Force or Con- 


ſtraint on the Wills of Men. Wicked Individuals therefore 
may be puniſhed, and Miſery and Deſolation may be the Lot 
of ſinful States and Kingdoms: but ſtill the general reſult will 


be, the conferring the greateſt SORE general Good, and. the 


final Diſplay of the Goodneſs of God, In this imperfect 
State indeed, we cannot clearly underſtand theſe Truths: but 


hereafter, when our Faculties ſhall be enlarged, we ſhall then 


be enabled more fully to comprehend them. T he Terms, 


Fate, Fortune, Chance and Accident are in reality, Words 
without any meaning. Every Event and every Occurrence 


* 
* 


are but the wiſe appointment of a gracious Providence. This 

35 Oice. 1 Reaſon and Nature loudly proclaims. In 

this Truth, all the Nations upon Earth have ever concurred: 
forall the Prayers and Addreſſes offered up to their Deities; | 
All the Religious Services and Ceremonies which they per- 
formed; all imply the Belief of an over-ruling Providence, 


Truth, the voice 0 


This Language holy Writ, in every Part of it invariably holds 


mo 


Tupetititends all the affairs of the World, and If: no o fingle 7. 
dividual be ſo inconſiderable, as not to be the immediate Ob- 
jet of divine Care; States and Empires muſt be ſo in a more 
peculiar manner, in which nts Fortunes ot 10 Millions of 


| Individuals are involved. 


But here it may be aledged, if theſe things be ſo, fi ſhall 
we account for hols ſtrange and horrid Eres which have 
lately happened, and are now tranſacting in France? where a 
Set of impious Men have dared to defy the Almighty, and to 
ſpurn at his Authority: have laboured to exterminate his 
holy Religion; have maſſacred his Prieſts, and profaned and 
| polluted his Temples ; have trampled under Foot every Re- 
- ligious Principle and every moral Obligation; and under the 
aſſumed Cloak of · Liberty, have eſtabliſhed the moſt cruel 
Deſpotiſm, the moſt bloody Tyranny that the World has ever 
experienced; have committed Robberies, Plunders, and De- 
pPredations, infinitely ſurpaſſing any Thing heretofore heard of 
on the Face of the Earth; have Butchered in Cold Blood 
more than an Hundred Thouſand innocent Victims, of both 


Sexes, and of every Age: the bare Recital of whoſe Crimes 


will fill every future Age to the end of Time with Aſtoniſh- 
ment and Horror, and yet the arms of theſe ferocious Monſters 
haue been triumphant; and the Armies that have combated 
theſe Enemies of God and of the whole human race, have 
met with Diſaſters and Defeats: how are theſe Things recon- 


8 cCileable with the Idea of an all-wiſe and all- directing Pro- 


vidence. 4 


Before 1 reply to this laſt particular, I beg leave to obſerve, = 
tnat, 


that, though the Facts as Above ſtated are undoubtedly true, 
yet our Enemies are by no means in that flouriſhing State in 


which they may be generally ſuppoſed. That though Victo- 


ries and Conqueſts have attended their Arms Abroad, yet theſe 


have added Nothing to their Strength, their Property and 


Opulence at Home, but on the contrary have greatly impaired 
them. They ſeem to me like a Tree whoſe Branches ſpread 

far and wide, and appear Blooming and Flouriſhing to the 
Eye, but whoſe Trunk is decayed and rotten, and is faſt ap- 

Proaching to its Fall. Their Government (if it deſerves the 

name) is raſh, weak, and fluctuating: Faction has rapidly ſuc- 


ceeded Faction, as Wave ſucceeds Wave, itſelf to be ſoon 
ſwept away by the next enſuing one, nor is it at all probable 


that the preſent predominant Party will be of any longer Con- 


tinuance than the preceding. Their Reſources are nearly 


dried up; their Trade and Commerce are annihilated ; their : 
Manufactures deſtroyed, and their Agriculture neglected. The 
firſt Neceſſaries of Life are five times dearer, and the Means 
of procuring them, beyond Compariſon leſs than in England. 
Their Proviſions are of ſuch a Quality, that the pooreſt Perſon 
among us would not eat them; and the Ouantity of them is ſo 
inadequate to their conſumption, that many Thouſands are 
probably at this moment dying of Hunger. Peſtilence gene- 
rally treads cloſe on the Heels of Famine, ſo that the three 
moſt dreadful Scourges of God, the Sword, Famine, and Peſti- 
lence are hovering over that devoted. Land, and the Vial of 


Wrath-ſeems ready to be poured upon them to the uttermoſt, 


unleſs it ſhould pleaſe God to open their Eyes to their true 


— ꝙ— 


Intereſts and to turn their Hearts back again. 


Known 


10 7 
0 "nn \ 
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_ Known unto God are all iow: Ways from all. Eternity. 

is not for us weak Mortals, to pretend to ſerutinize into - 

_ depths of his Counſels. But without the charge of Preſump - 
tion, I may be allowed to offer a Conjecture or two, why theſe _ 
ſtrange Events may have been permitted. Perhaps they may 
have been ſuffered to happen, in Order to convince all Man- 

kind, how vain, how fooliſh, as well as #mpious the Attempt 

= : for any Man, or Body of Men, to form any ſyſtem of Conduct 
for themſelves, eien of God, a religious Principle and 


[ 


moral Obligations; and that the fignal Puniſhment. now in- 


flicting, and ready to be inflicted on thoſe who have dared to 
attempt it, may ſerve as a Warning to every future Genera- 
005: Another Reaſon may be, that God frequently makes 

uſe of one ſinful Nation, as his Agents and Inſtruments, to pu- 
niſh another ſinful Nation, as appears from profane, as well as 
fſacred Hiſtory. Our Armies have met with Diſaſters! let us 


fairly ſee how the Account ſtands. This Nation has repeat- 5 


edly experienced the gracious Interpoſition of divine Provi- 
dence, on many trying Occaſions. Our cup of National 
 Bleflings he has filled up to the Brim. We enjoy the free 
Exerciſe of our holy Religion. The Government and Con- 
ſtitution of our Country are by far the beſt and freeft. of any 
that now are, or that ever did exiſt on the Face of this Globe. | 
Our Laws are mild and equitable. - Our Trade. and Com- 
merce are extended over the whole Farth, to a pitch, far be- 
yond any thing hitherto known. Our Manufactures, our 


5 Opulence and Proſperity, are the envy and admiration of all 


the ſurrounding Nations. Every Man in this happy Ifle, en- 
955 = Securitys in his Perſon, his en, and Character, ro 
: RR : FG We Ty 
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We hear the Tempeſt of War howl at a Diſtance, but it has 
not come near our ſhores, nor is there any probability that it 


ever will. Now what Returns have we made to the divine 
Author of all theſe ineſtimable Bleſſings? have we felt lively 
Senſations of Gratitude for them, and has our Proficiency in 


Virtue and Piety kept Pace with them? I fear quite the Con- 


trary. Too many of us have been filled with ungrateful Mur- 
-murs, Repining, and Diſcontent. The Forms of Religion are 

indeed preſerved among us; but I fear the Power and Spirit 

ol it are nearly evaporated. Our Devotions are cold and un- 
animated : the ſervice of our God is groſsly neglected; and 


3 the Day particularly appropriated to that ſervice is ſhamefully 


farther Chaſtiſements of his avenging Hand? 


bye - we do indeed defire to promote the welfare of our seum | 

1 ay if we really wiſh effectually to intereſt the divine Provi- 
dence in our Favour, let every one of us at once reſolve to 
break off our Sins by Repentance, and to reform our ſecret 

Corrup tions. This is the only. Reform in our Power, and the 


only one wanting. Let every one of us ſay © I am fully deter- 


mined, by God's aſſiſtance, 1 my Vices ſhall no longer add 


to the Load of national uilt, nor contribute to fink my 


Country into Miſery and Ruin.” This would be a noble Re- 
SR; TR oe 8 and of Chriſtians. In cut 
ale 


9 profaned. Senſuality, Luxury, and Diſſipation are faſhionable 

VMices. Intemperance, Drunkenneſs, and Exceſs overſpread 

the Land. Profane Oaths and Curſes may be heard in almoſt 
every Street and every Dwelling. If theſe Things be ſo, what 
Claims have we on the peculiar Interpoſition of divine Provi- 
dence in our Behalf? have we not rather Reaſon to fear the 
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: Cale I cut not, but the Lights of God's 8 wont 5 
mal De- 


again ſhine on this Land. In the midft of our natis 
| Pravity, I own indeed that there is one bright Beam of Light, 


that pierces through the Dark Gloom. I mean, Benevolence, 8 
and Charity and Public Spirit. Witneſs gur numerous public 
Inſtitutions, for the comfortable Accommodation of the Sick 


and Indigent, and private Benefactions for their Relief, which 3 


are indeed unexampled in any other Age or Nation. The 


| liberal Contributions throughout England, for the ſupply of 

the Wants of our indigent Brethren, during this moſt incle«. 

ment Seaſon, is a freſh additional Proof of this. And I hum- 
blu truſt, that, for the ſake of this one pre-eminent, national 


Vis irtue, God will not withdraw his protecting hand from us; 


that he will not forget this Work and Labour of Love.---And 

Oh, may he look down with an Eye of Compaſſion and 
"SE Mercy upon this Nation now proſtrate before him, and hum- 
bly imploring his almighty Aid! my he guard and bleſs our 


gracious Sovereign, and proſper his ounſels and Endeavours 


for the Welfare of this Country: may he go forth with our : 
Fleets and Armies in this moſt Juſt and Neceſſary War, and 


enable them to repel the Attempts of our Enemies, and may 


he, in his good Time, reſtore to us the Bleſſings of a ſecure ; 
/ and permanent Peace. Grant this O gracious God, through Sh 
$S the Merits and Mediation of thy Dear on. — len. 5 He 
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